
BRINGING ASTRONOMY TO REMOTE AREAS IN VIETNAM

Project leaders: Dr. Nguyen Luong Quang, Dang Tuan Duy & Nguyen Tan Vu

Follow the project blog here: http://vutru.wordpress.com/ 

Summary:

Vietnam is a developing country with a population of about 90 million people and it is on the way of 
economic development. However, astronomy is still not being much appreciated in Vietnam. Therefore,
this project has two main objectives. First, we aim at building up a coherent, unique online website to 
coordinate activities of amateur astronomy clubs in Vietnam and to spread out astronomical news, 
knowledge in a more organised way. Secondly, we aim at organising various observing nights and 
hands-on activities in remote provinces to increase awareness of people about astronomy.

With the TF2 OAD-IAU granted project, we have succeeded in reaching our objectives in a several 
way:

- Updating the main website of Vietnamese Amateur Astronomy Clubs   www.vietastro.org

- Organizing the FIRST National Vietnamese Amateur Astronomy Meeting 
(http://vutru.wordpress.com/2013/09/05/quy-nhon-lan-dau-tien-cac-clb-thien-van-tren-ca-nuoc-gap-nha
u-va-giao-luu-voi-cac-nha-thien-van/)

- Conducting more than 10 trips to visit schools, universitites in other provinces 
(http://vutru.wordpress.com/)

The year events has attracted  more than 1000 audiences from  10 cities in Vietnam.

Activities:

National meetings:

 For the first time, all Vietnamese amateur astronomy club met in Quy Nhon for the FIRST National 
Vietnamese Amateur Astronomy Meeting. The event was also attended by professional astronomers: 
Nguyen Luong Quang (CITA, Canada), Nguyen Trong Hien (JPL, NASA), Pierre Lesaffre (ENS, 
Paris) and Pham Ngoc Diep (VATLY, Hanoi).

Outreact trips:

Place Date Participants Orgaizer Activities
Bao Loc 27Ap–01 May 80 HAAC curiosity rover, Q&A
Cu Chi 26 Oct 35 HAAC more in­depth observations for members
Da Nang 19­Oct 80 DAC curiosity rover, Q&A
Ha Noi 6 Oct 120 USTH Lecture with Pierre Lesaffre
Long Hai 13­14 Apr 60 star gazing, game
Phan Thiet 24 Mar 45 HAAC talk 
Quy Nhon 6­7 Aug 120 HAAC meeting, talk, exchange
Thu Duc 13 Dec 25 HAAC watching metorite
Vung Tau 28 Sep 250 HAAC talks, games
Da nang 2 12 Aug 23 DAC Meteor shower, msky observin

mailto:qnguyen@cita.utoronto.ca
http://www.vietastro.org/
mailto:tan-vu.nguyen@vietastro.org
http://vutru.wordpress.com/
mailto:tuan-duy.dang@vietastro.org


Recommendations:

We found that there will be more impacts if there are some professional astronomers who could join us 
and talk to the audience about their own experiences. I think IAU-OAD can send out a 
recommendation to professional astronomers who travel to other countries contact with local clubs and 
give talks.

Financial report:

For all of the events of our projects, we have spend 1400 Euro from the IAU-OAD support plus 
donation from other supporters, interests from our own amateur telescope shop, and contribution of 
members. All money were spent on website hosting, maintenance, event organizing and material 
preparations. See the detail receipts of each trip in the next pages.



Bao Loc Field Trip 2013

http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?t=12997

In response to 2013 IAU-OAD  project and the holiday of Independence Day (April 30) 

and the Labour Day (May 1).

Organised by Ho Chi Minh Amateur Astronomy Club (HAAC), via 

www.thienvanhoc.org.

Location :  Bao Loc - Lam Dong 

Time : April 27,2013 – May 1,2013

Participants : 80 students from Nguyen Du High School

Aims : + Fostering the solidarity among members

+ Popularizing astronomy knowledge for students

This trip included the presentation of sharing basic astronomy knowledge for students 

from Nguyen Du High Schcool (Lam Dong) and the sky observation. Studends were 

guided to observe Jupiter and other planets and constellations through binoculars and 

telescopes.

http://www.thienvanhoc.org/
http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?t=12997


SKY OBSERVATION CAMP IN CU CHI PROVINCE

(SKY TOUR II)

In response to 2013 IAU-OAD project and annual sky observation camp for excellent members 
of HAAC 

Organized by Ho Chi Minh Amateur Astronomy Club (HAAC), via www.thienvanhoc.org.

Location:  Ben Duoc Temple – Cu Chi province 

Time: October 26,2013

Participants: 35 excellent members of HAAC 

Aims: + Organizing activities related to astronomy

+ Fostering the solidarity among members

+ Encouraging members’ passion and desire for astronomy

Activities:

+ Observing the activities of Sun’s surface

+ Observing the Moon, other planets and some constellations (but it failed because of bad
weather)

+ Exchanging astronomy knowledge with members of the club

+ Series of games related to astronomy is called “Hanging the Moon on the telescope – 
Sky tour II”

http://www.thienvanhoc.org/


SKY OBSERATION IN DA NANG CITY

Time: Night August 12, 2013

Place: Tien Sa Tourist area – No.01 Yet Kieu Str., Da Nang city

Organized by Polytechnic Astronomy Club, via http://dacvn.com/

Participants: 23 members of the club 

Aim: 

+ Tightening and developing the union of the club

+ Relaxation time after hard studying and working, the cozy meeting for every members 
of the club

Activities:

+ Observing meteor shower and fire balls

+ Observing night sky 

http://dacvn.com/




https://www.facebook.com/sunny.hjhj/media_set?

set=a.595594227165984.1073741834.100001462361639&type=3

Space Day October 19, 2013

In response to the World Space Week 2013: “Exploring Mars, Discovering Earth”.
Organised by Danang Astronomy Club (DAC) and Vietastro, via www.dacvn.com
Time : October 19, 2013
Location : unknown T.T
Participants : 80 students from universities in Danang
Aim : to popularize knowledge about astronomy

The program included the presentation of the club aiming to popularize astronomy 

knowledge to participants. The club also introduced the Exploring Mars and Curiosity 

rover. Paticipants attended games and watched astronomy movies and clips.

https://www.facebook.com/sunny.hjhj/media_set?set=a.595594227165984.1073741834.100001462361639&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/sunny.hjhj/media_set?set=a.595594227165984.1073741834.100001462361639&type=3
http://www.dacvn.com/


http://kenh14.vn/hoc-duong/sinh-vien-usth-to-chuc-ngay-hoi-khong-gian-201310110640

19943.chn

USTH Space Day 2013

In response to World Space Week 2013 “Exploring Mars, Discovering Earth” and 

the event of “Vietnam successfully launced the VNREDSat – 1 satellite..
Organised by the youth union of University of Science and Technology of Hanoi 

(USTH) and the Faculty of Space Technology and Management.
- Time : 6 October, 2013
- Location : University of Science and Technology of Hanoi

18 Hoang Quoc Viet st., Cau Giay District, Hanoi
- Participants : 120 students from USTH, high schools and parents in Hanoi
- Aims : 

+ To show the participants the overview of  space exploration 
+ To introduce participants to the development of space technology in Vietnam

- Activities :
+ Dr. Pierre Lesaffre shared some interests in studying about astronomy and the 

opportunity of studying this major  in Vietnam
+ The program included the presentation of the overview of space and Mars 

exploration. 
+ The USTH’s students also presented about basic knowledge about astronomy 

such as the overview of solar system, the development of the worldwide physics, 

etc.
+ Students played cross-word puzzles and other games.

http://kenh14.vn/hoc-duong/sinh-vien-usth-to-chuc-ngay-hoi-khong-gian-20131011064019943.chn
http://kenh14.vn/hoc-duong/sinh-vien-usth-to-chuc-ngay-hoi-khong-gian-20131011064019943.chn


6th traditional astronomy camp of Vietastro.

To read the whole article in Vietnamese, please follow this link :
  http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?p=128162

Note: Our project is part of IAU project “Astronomy for Development”.

http://www.astro4dev.org/funded-projects/tf3-funded-projects/tf3d/

In response to 2013 Global Astronomy Month, Starpeace project and IAU-OAD 
project “Bringing Astronomy  to Remote Areas in Vietnam”

Organised together with Dang Tuan Duy  and Ho Chi Minh City Amateur 
Astronomy Club (HAAC) and VIETASTRO, via www. thienvanhoc.org

Location: Deo Nuoc Ngot tourist area, Long Hai town, Ba Ria- Vung Tau province.

Time: 13-14 April 2013

This camp included sky and solar observation, cross-word games about 
astronomy knowledge, big game, and the popularization of astronomy/water 
rocket to participants.

Banner and the theme of this camp “Galactic War”.

The test/cross-word game about astronomy for campers

http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?p=128162
http://www.astro4dev.org/funded-projects/tf3-funded-projects/tf3d/




QUI NHON MEETS MOON AND STARS

Time : 6 August, 2013
Location:  Hall B, Quy Nhon University, Binh Dinh province
Organized by Ho Chi Minh Amateur Astronomy Club (HAAC).
Participants : students from Quy Nhon University and high school – secondary 

school students in Binh Dinh, Da Nang, Quang Nam.
Aims :

- To popularize knowledge about astronomy for students

- To exchange knowledge with other astronomers in the world and in Vietnam
- To organise the observation successfully
- To firm the solidarity of the club

The content :

1.1. Exchange with astronomers in the world and in Vietnam
- Dr. Pham Ngoc Diep (Department of Physics, Institute for Nuclear Science and 

Technology INST)
- Dr. Nguyen Trong Hien (California Institute of Technology)
- Dr. Pierre Lesaffre (ENS University, France)
- Dr. Nguyên L ng Quang (Canada Institute for Theoretical Astrophysics)̃ ươ
1.2. Scientists shared their knowledge about astronomy, research works, how to 

become a real astronomer and answered the questions of students.
• The topics in the program :

+ Why night is dark? – Nguyen Trong Hien
+ We are going to Antarctica - Nguyen Trong Hien
+ Finding the origin of the Goddess of the Sun –Nguyen Luong Quang
+ Listening to the universe from Hanoi – Pham Ngoc Diep
+ We are from the supernova – Pierre Lesaffre

2.1. The introduction of amateur astronomy clubs in Vietnam

2.2. The introduction of observation skills, the structure and the usage of amateur 

telescopes (home-made) to observe the sky

2.3. The skills in determining directions

2.4. Q&A and games about astronomy knowledge : Ring the Golden Bell



3.1. Observation the night sky in Quy Nhon at the beach opposite Quy Nhon University : 

constellations, some planets (Venus, Saturn), the summer triangle, etc

3.2. Experience and knowledge sharing; games to determine constellations, stars and 

planets.

3.3. Overview of significant astronomical events at the end of 2013 (Comet ISON closest 

approach the Sun, meteor showers, etc)



An overview of the astronomical exchange program in high school.

Phan Boi Chau High School, Phan Thiet City.

Note: Our project is part of IAU project “Astronomy for Development”.

http://www.astro4dev.org/funded-projects/tf3-funded-projects/tf3d/

To read the whole article in Vietnamese, please follow this link:

 http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?t=12852

In response to our knowledge popularization about astronomy in Ho Chi Minh City
and nearby provinces.

Organizers: Pham Thanh Thuy, Tran Dinh Duy, Tran Minh Thuan and Bui Quang 
Tung (members of HAAC)

In cooperation with high school physics teachers/Physics staff in Phan Boi Chau 
high school.

Location: Phan Boi Chau High School, No. 70 Le Hong Phong street, Phan Thiet 
city, Binh Thuan.

Date and time: 03/24/2013

Participants: Phan Boi Chau high school teachers and students.

Activity:

• Basic astronomy presentation
• A brief introduction on astronomy and its history
• Basic concepts of astronomy
• Explanation about  the phases of the moon
• Sky observation highlight

http://www.astro4dev.org/funded-projects/tf3-funded-projects/tf3d/
http://www.thienvanhoc.org/forum/showthread.php?t=12852


Watching Geminids Meteor Shower
Time : 13 Dec, 2013
Location : Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh
Participants : 25 students from Vietnam National University
Aims : 
- To popularize astronomy knowledge to students
- To watch Geminids meteor shower
Activities :
The group of students observed some constellations and then, watched nearly 50 

meteors despite the bad weather.



This trip is part of the project “Coordinating Astronomy for Public Outreach in Viet Nam: Bringing 
Astronomy to Remote Areas” organised and supported by Task force 3 (2013) of International 
Astronomy Union – Office of Astronomy for Development.

Organised BY Ho Chi Minh City Amateur Astronomy Club (HAAC-Vietastro), 
viahttp://www.thienvanhoc.org
Date: September 28
Taken at Thcs Nguy n An Ninhễ
This astronomical popularization was held in respond to IAU-OAD project tf3d in Vietnam 2013.
Outline:
Time: 18h00 – 20h45 ; Saturday 28Sep2013
Location: Conference room, Nguy n An Ninh secondary school, No 1 Nguy n Văn C  street, Vũng ễ ễ ừ
Tàu City, Ba Ria- Vung Tau province.
Audience: 250 pupils from 6th, 7th and 8th form.
Activities: games; presentations; word-puzzles and crosswords; present some astronomical films; 
observation.
Objective:
+ Increase the awareness of astronomy for pupils in secondary school (the basic knowledge, 
observational skills, night sky recognition, etc)
+In respond to the IAU-OAD project 2013 in Vietnam, “Bringing Astronomy to Remote Areas in 
Vietnam”

http://www.thienvanhoc.org/
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