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GIVE	
  THE	
  UNIVERSE	
  TO	
  A	
  BLIND	
  KID!	
  

	
  

The	
  beauty	
  of	
  the	
  Universe	
  never	
  fails	
  to	
  amaze	
  us.	
  From	
  poets,	
  artists	
  
to	
  astronomers	
  and	
  general	
  public,	
  we	
  all	
  have	
  been	
  fascinated	
  by	
   its	
  
beauty.	
  

But,	
   take	
   a	
   step	
   back	
   and	
   think!	
   What	
   about	
   people	
   with	
   vision	
  
impairments?	
  	
  

Many	
  people	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  have	
  some	
  type	
  of	
  vision	
  impairments	
  that	
  prevent	
  them	
  from	
  enjoying	
  
the	
   wonders	
   in	
   the	
   night	
   sky,	
   specially	
   in	
   developing	
   countries	
   where	
   there	
   is	
   a	
   lack	
   of	
   educational	
  
tactile	
  tools	
  specifically	
  designed	
  for	
  them.	
  

Now	
  you	
  can	
  help	
  a	
  vision	
  impaired	
  child	
  in	
  a	
  developing	
  country	
  to	
  see	
  and	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  wonders	
  of	
  
the	
   Universe!	
   “A	
   Touch	
   of	
   The	
   Universe”	
   project	
   aims	
   to	
   build	
   30	
   sets	
   of	
   tactile	
   astronomy	
   kits	
  
addressed	
   to	
   children	
   with	
   both	
   normal	
   or	
   vision	
   impairments.	
   The	
   kits	
   will	
   be	
   distributed	
   among	
  
educators	
  and	
  teachers	
  in	
  underdeveloped	
  countries	
  in	
  Americas,	
  Asia	
  and	
  Africa.	
  

We	
  need	
  to	
  raise	
  some	
  funding	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  30	
  sets	
  of	
  tactile	
  astronomy	
  kits.	
  Please	
  consider	
  
making	
  a	
  donation	
  by	
  visiting	
  the	
  project’s	
  website:	
  http://astrokit.uv.es/	
  	
  

	
  

	
   	
   ###	
  

	
  “A	
   Touch	
   of	
   The	
   Universe”	
   project	
   is	
   supported	
   by	
   the	
   International	
   Astronomical	
   Union	
   Office	
   of	
  
Astronomy	
   for	
   Development,	
   Astronomical	
   Observatory	
   of	
   the	
   University	
   of	
   Valencia,	
   Universe	
  
Awareness	
  (UNAWE),	
  Astronomers	
  Without	
  Borders	
  (AWB),	
  Galileo	
  Teachers	
  Training	
  Program	
  (GTTP),	
  
Galileo	
  Mobile,	
  NASA-­‐CXO,	
  and	
  Osservatorio	
  Astronomico	
  di	
  Padova	
  /	
  INAF.	
  

	
  
	
  
For	
  further	
  information	
  please	
  contact:	
  
	
  
Amelia	
  Ortiz	
  Gil,	
  Project	
  Chair	
  
amelia.ortiz@uv.es	
  
+34	
  963	
  543	
  745	
  
	
  
Thilina	
  Heenatigala,	
  Project	
  Team	
  
thilina.heenatigala@yahoo.com	
  	
  
+94	
  716	
  245	
  545	
  
	
  

	
  


